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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A data transfer apparatus , 
comprising : 

an attribute information acquiring unit acquiring attribute 
information of data managed by an equipment connected to a network 
wherein the attribute informatioli is included in the content of 

\ 

data received in a communication firom the equipment ; 

a transfer selecting unit selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said 
attribute information acquiring uni^; and 

a data receiving unit receiving data by the method of transfer 



lectinq i\iit . 



selected by said transfer selecting 

2, (Original) The data transfer Apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said data receiving unit receives data by a plurality of 
physical layers . 

3. (Original) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said transfer selecting unit^ncludes a protocol 
selecting unit selecting a protocol based on the attribute 
information of data acquired by said attribute information 
acquiring unit. 
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4. (Original) Th!e data transfer apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said transfer selecting unit includes a command set 
selecting unit selecting a command set based on the attribute 
information of data acquired by said attribute information 
acquiring unit. 



5, (Currently Ameno^ed) A data transfer apparatus, 
comprising : 

an attribute information acquiring unit acquiring attribute 
information of data managed by^ an equipment connected to a network 
wherein the attribute information is included in the content of 



:iGn 



data received in a communication from the equipment ; 

a transfer selecting unit Selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said 
attribute information acquiring unit; and 

a data transmitting unit transmitting data by the method of 
transfer selected by said transfer selecting unit. 



6. (Original) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 



\ 



5, wherein said data transmitting unit transmits data by a 
plurality of physical layers. 
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7. (Original) Th^ data transfer apparatus according to claim 
5, wherein said transfer selecting unit includes a protocol 
selecting unit selecting a protocol based on the attribute 
information of data ac^guired by said attribute information 
acquiring unit . 



8. (Original) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 
5, wherein said transfer selecting unit includes a command set 
selecting unit selecting a command set based on the attribute 
information of data acquired by said attribute information 
acquiring unit. 

9. (Currently Amended) \ A data transfer apparatus, 
comprising: 

an equipment attribute information acquiring unit acquiring 



attribute information of an equipment connected to a network 



)rma 

wherein the attribute information is included in the content of 
data received in a communication from\the equipment ; 

an equipment attribute information selecting unit selecting 



attribute information of first and ^second equipments among 
equipment attribute information acquir^ed by said equipment 
attribute information acquiring unit; 
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a data attribute ^information acquiring unit acquiring 
attribute information of \data managed by the first equipment 
selected by said equipment \attribute information selecting unit; 

a transfer selecting unit selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said data 
attribute information acquiring unit and on attribute information 
of said second equipment ; and\ 

a data transfer instructing unit instructing data transfer 

\ 

from said first equipment to saUd second equipment by the transfer 
method selected by said transfer selecting unit. 



10. (Original) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 
9, wherein said transfer selecting unit selects a protocol based on 
the attribute information of data\acquired by said data attribute 
information acquiring unit. 



11. (Original) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 
9, wherein said transfer selecting un^t selects a command set based 
on the attribute information of data acquired by said data 
attribute information acquiring unit. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method ^data transfer, comprising 
the steps of : 
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acquiring attributeX information of data managed by an 
equipment connected to a networ k wherein the attribute information 
is included in the content qf data received in a communication from 
the equipment ; 

selecting a method of dkta transfer based on said acquired 
attribute information of data A and 

receiving data by said selected method of transfer, 

13. (Currently Amended) A mpthod of data transfer, comprising 
the steps of : 

acquiring attribute information of data managed by an 
equipment connected to a network wherein the attribute information 
is included in the content of data re^ceived in a communication from 
the equipment ; 

selecting a method of data trans\fer based on said acquired 
attribute information of data; and 

transmitting data by said selected Vnethod of transfer. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of qata transfer, comprising 
the steps of : 

acquiring attribute information of an e(guipment connected to a 
network wherein the attribute information^ is included in the 
content of data received in a communication firom the equipment ; 
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selecting attribute information of first and second equipments 

from said attribute information of equipments; 

acquiring attribute information of data managed by said 

selected first equipments- 
selecting a method of data transfer based on said acquired 

attribute information of dat^ and said attribute information of 

said second equipment; and 

instructing data transfer from said first equipment to said 

second equipment by said selecned method of transfer. 

15, (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium 
recording a program for a computer to execute a method of data 
transfer, wherein said method inciludes the steps of: 

acquiring attribute information of data managed by an 
equipment connected to a network wfoerein the attribute information 
is included in the content of data tieceived in a communication from 
the equipment , 

selecting a method of data trahsfer based on said acquired 
attribute information of data, and 

receiving data by said selected mfethod of transfer. 
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16. (Currently Amenlded) A computer readable recording medium 
recording a program for a computer to execute a method of data 
transfer, wherein said metnod includes the steps of 

acquiring attribute ynformation of data managed by an 
equipment connected to a networ k wherein the attribute information 
is included in the content o f\data received in a communication from 
the equipment , 

selecting a method of datW transfer based on said acquired 
attribute information of data, and 

transmitting data by said selected method of transfer. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium 
recording a program for a computer to execute a method of data 
transfer, wherein said method incluaes the steps of 

acquiring attribute information \of an equipment connected to a 
ne t wo rk wherein the attribute information is included in the 
content of data received in a communication from the equipment , 

selecting attribute information of\first and second equipments 
from said acquired attribute information of equipments, 

acquiring attribute information or data managed by said 
selected first equipment, 
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selecting a methoaXof data transfer based on said acquired 
attribute information of pata and said attribute information of 
said second equipment, and\ 

instructing data translfer from said first equipment to said 
second equipment by said selected method of transfer. 

18. (Currently Amended) A\data transfer apparatus, comprising: 
an attribute information acquiring unit acquiring attribute 

information of data managed by an equipment connected to a network 
from the equipment using a common protocol wherein the attribute 
information is included in the \content of data received in a 
communication from the equipment ; \ 

a transfer selecting unit selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said 
attribute information acquiring unit ;\ and 

a data receiving unit receiving daka by the method of transfer 
selected by said transfer selecting unia. 

19. (Previously Presented) The data transfer apparatus 
according to claim 18, wherein said attribute information acquiring 
unit acquires said attribute information of\ data as a directory 
information from said equipment, and \ 
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said transfer se 
transfer based on the 
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lecting unit selects the method of data 
ttribute information of data selected by a 
user among said directory information acquired by said attribute 
information acquiring umit. 



20. (Currently Amended) A data transfer apparatus, comprising: 
an attribute information acquiring unit acquiring attribute 

information of data managed by an equipment connected to a network 
from the equipment using a\ common protocol wherein the attribute 
information is included in the content of data received in a 
communication from the equipment ; 

a transfer selecting unit selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said 
attribute information acquiring unit; and 

a data transmitting unit transmitting data by the method of 
transfer selected by said transfer selecting unit. 

21. (Currently Amended) A data\ transfer apparatus, comprising: 
an equipment attribute information acquiring unit acquiring 

attribute information of an equipment connected to a network from 

the equipment using a common protocol wherein the attribute 

information is included in the cont ent of data received in a 
communication from the equipment ; 
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an equipment attrikkite information selecting unit selecting 
attribute information ofi first and second equipments among 
equipment attribute information acquired by said equipment 
attribute information acquiring unit; 

a data attribute information acquiring unit acquiring 
attribute information of data managed by the first equipment 
selected by said equipment atnribute information selecting unit 
from the first equipment using said common protocol; 

a transfer selecting unit selecting a method of data transfer 
based on the attribute information of data acquired by said data 
attribute information acquiring un\t and on attribute information 
of said second equipment; and 

a data transfer instructing unit instructing data transfer 
from said first equipment to said secqnd equipment by the transfer 
method selected by said transfer selecting unit. 



22. (New) The data tran'fefer apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 



23. (New) The data transfer aj^aratus according to claim 5, 
wherein the attribute information\ is extracted from the 
communication. 
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24. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 

25. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein the attribute infotrmation is extracted from the 
communication. 

26. (New) The data transfe^ apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 

27. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the attribute inf ormatioisi is extracted from the 
communication. 



28. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein the attribute information As extracted from the 
communication. 
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29. (New) The datdv transfer apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein the attribute \ information is extracted from the 
communication . 

30. (New) The data tr^^nsfer apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 



31. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 




32. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 20, 

\ 

wherein the attribute information is extracted from the 
communication. 




33. (New) The data transfer apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein the attribute information Nis extracted from the 



communication. 



\ 



